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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
September 2018
I. In our red hymnal and the WOV hymnal is a moving hymn written and composed by
John Ylvisaker, “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry.” It is a “gentle ballad sung in
countless baptisms and church services,” and is known around the world. It’s difficult to sing.
The tune itself is not difficult, it’s the lyrics. God is singing to us our life story, from His point-of
-view. That He was with us at our birth, our baptism, childhood, youth, in marriage, our older
years, and will be at our death. This hymn reminds us God doesn’t abandon us.
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“I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old, I rejoiced the day
you were baptized to see your life unfurl. I was there when you were but a child, with a
faith to suit you well; in a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell.”
II. Kyle Fever, a New Testament professor and director of the Nexus Institute, delivered a
keynote presentation highlighting Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s work with youth at the LCMC Texas
District gathering I attended in late July. The Nexus Institute is a high school theology institute
that seeks to develop young adults who want to be more involved in the nexus of faith, life,
and the church. His work with the youth is so they might not join the current sad situation of
the Millennials – those of college age to 35. Eight out of ten of those in this group were raised
in the church yet 59% of them have walked away from the church. 51% of them say church
is not important because they can find God elsewhere. Kyle said the church has a theological
problem, explaining that the gospel has become good advice, not transformative good news.
This is obvious to mainstream pastors. We watch the popular megachurch pastorate stand
on a “stage” (performers use a “stage”) and offer spiritual advice - - “How can I teach you to
live your life as a Christian?” It ends up being about the person and NOT about God.
III. Recently I was given the opportunity to watch a vacation video showcasing places
some friends had visited in Nova Scotia/New Brunswick. One of the most unique
locations in the world is a bay between these two Canadian provinces and it has the
highest tidal range in the world – 56 feet – the height of a 5-story building. Watching a
time-elapse video of this impressive phenomenon is jaw-dropping. There is plenty of
time between tides to explore the beach but when the tide starts to come in, it comes in
fast and powerful.
IV. “in a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell. . . .When you
heard the wonder of the Word I was there to cheer you on; you were raised to
praise the living Lord, to whom you now belong.”
For those exploring the beach and the rock formations of the Bay of Fundy, time can slip
away quickly and the incoming tide can catch them unaware. For those wandering off to
explore life apart from their faith, time can also catch them unaware. Life quickly shifts
without notice and we need to all keep watch and be ready. Many of us fear for this
large generation of people who are preferring to wander and not stay close to shore, to
God’s Word. Remember, Satan’s biggest lie is that “there is always time,” but all it takes
is a second- to call on the name of your Savior Jesus Christ and return to the safety of
His salvation.
Ad Dominus Deus tuus,
Pastor Kerri

“Hitherto hath the Lord
helped us.”
1 Samuel 7:13

2

Council Notes
The Council will meet on Wednesday, September 12, 2018, at 7:00 p.m.
"This is my first attempt as your Congregational President to write something for our newsletter. With less
then five months left as President I would like to reflect a little on my service. Over 18 months ago Doug
Stauffer ask if I would be willing to be his replacement on the council, and I said yes without really thinking
about it. To my surprise I was elected Vice President after the Annual Congregational Meeting, then after a
few months Mr. Dietz became too busy at work and could no longer serve as our President. The council
said, "by default, Eric, your’e it." I hesitated at first and read through the church's constitution and found out
that by default I was not the President and that it required a new vote from the council. So at the next
council meeting I requested a vote be held. My efforts to avoid being President failed, because they voted
me to be your President and Gem to be the Vice President. I didn't dwell on it and in the back of my mind I
thought God must be at work. After seeking guidance through prayer God spoke to my heart, and this is
what He said, "You need to move the congregation away from all these church repairs and have them focus
more on being my body out in the world." After several council meetings we reevaluated our mission
statement and decided it should still be our primary focus. “Our mission is to proclaim the Good News of
Jesus Christ as it is revealed through our heritage and reflected in our hope for the future.” Since
reinstating our mission statement in January at the Annual Congregational Meeting, I haven't done a good
job to lead this congregation and have focused more on all these repairs. It has been easy to get distracted
because these church repairs never end, but then last week I read a Hymn that reminded me of our mission
and would like to share it with you, "God's Word is our great heritage and shall be ours forever; to
spread its light from age to age shall be our chief endeavor. Through life it guides our way, in death
it is our stay. Lord, grant, while worlds endure, we keep its teachings pure. Throughout all
generations." These words ring so true, and I hope it's not too late to serve God and redirect our focus. I'd
like to encourage everyone in our congregation to pray for our mission and to find it in your own heart a new
direction to advance our mission.
Eric Medford

August Benevolence Blessings
The August Benevolence Blessings were
divided between funds for a new refrigerated
truck for Shepherd’s Heart to replace the one
that was damaged in a wreck and to the
Thrall Elementary Teachers to help provided
needed supplies for the coming school year.
Thank you to Sadie Medford for helping her
dad, Eric in delivering the funds.

Memorials
Cemetery Association
For: Cemetery Perpetual Fund

By: The Berg Family Reunion
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SAVE THE DATE
SUNDAY OCTOBER 21, 2018
TURKEY DINNER FUNDRAISER
Our annual fundraiser will be on October 21, 2018.
The meal will consist of turkey and dressing with gravy,
seasoned green beans, noodles, cranberry sauce and roll.
Desserts will be available for a donation.
Tickets will go on sale September 2nd.
All money will need to be turned in by October 14th

To Eric Medford for painting the flag pole in front of the church and adding the drawer cover to the
hole under the double ovens.
To Charles Wagner for trimming some of the low hanging branches in the parking lot.
To Steve Patschke for uncovering the lids to the septic tanks so they could be pumped for the first
time in many years.
To Charlie Badgett for cleaning out the stopped up line from the hall bathrooms to the septic tank.
And to anyone else that might have been overlooked. Your willingness to step in and take care of
church chores is well appreciated.
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September Worship Leaders

October Worship Leaders

Acolytes
Sept. 2

Acolytes
October 7

Sept. 9 Dawson Meiske

October 14 Dawson Meiske

Sept. 16 Cade Talley

October 21 Cade Talley

Sept. 23

October 28

Sept. 30
Lectors
Sept. 2 Gem Naivar

Lectors
October 7

Charlotte Vrana

October 14 Anthony Gage

Sept. 9 Paulette Patschke

October 21 Megan Medford

Sept. 16 Lea Rhoades

October 28 Gem Naivar

Sept. 23 Maxine Schroeder
Sept. 30 Douglas Stauffer
Ushers
Charlotte Vrana
Raymond Lenz
Suzanne Lenz
Communion Assistants
Sept. 2 Braeden Lenz
Sept. 16 Gem Naivar
Bread

Linda Limmer

Altar Guild
Sept. 2-9
G. Naivar
Sept. 16-30 P. Patschke
Council Members
Eric Medford-Pres.
Randy Hehmann
Gem Naivar-Vice-Pres.
Brian Neidig
Deborah Roeglin-Sec
Lori Talley
Barbara Kuhl-Treas

Memorials
Church—Barbara Kuhl (352-7957)
Cemetery—Paulette Patschke (365-8421)
Prayer Chains
Barbara Nygrin (352-6617)
Paulette Patschke — ppatsch@plainscapital.com
Cell# 512-633-3057

Ushers
Barbara Kuhl
Curtis Neidig
Douglas Stauffer
Communion Assistants
October 7 Paulette Patschke
October 21 Douglas Stauffer
Bread

Betty Warren

Altar Guild
October 7-14
October 21-28

G. Naivar
P. Patschke

Sunday
September 9
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Sept. 6

September 7

Raymond Lenz

Raymond & Suzanne Lenz

Sept. 10 Gary Veit

50 years

Sept. 12 Betty Harbers
Sept. 17 Peggy Vanelli
Sept. 24 Brandon Kuhl

Backpack Blessings

Sept. 25 Cindy Anderson
Sept. 26 Harvey Laake

On Sunday, August 19th, the youngsters brought
their backpacks for a special blessing before the
start of the new school year.

Sept. 26 Charles Wagner

Pastor Kerri Veit will be taking a welldeserved vacation the week between
September 14 thru September 21.
In her absence, Rev. Robert Schlortt will
fill in on Sunday, September 16.

September Flower Chart
Sept. 2
Sept. 9
Sept. 16
Sept. 23
Sept. 30

Charlotte Vrana
Suzanne Lenz
Open
Open
Maxine Schroeder

Flower Chart Dates Available
The 2018 Flower Chart is available in the Narthex.
If you would like to provide the flowers on a certain date or dates,
please sign up as soon as possible or contact Barbara Nygrin,
and let her know which dates you would prefer.
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L.A.F. (Lutheran Adult Fellowship)
Because of conflicting schedules, the scheduled Progressive Dinner for Saturday, September 8th,
has been cancelled. Instead, there will be a Potluck Brunch held on Sunday, September 16th. It is
hoped everyone will stay after the services and join in and visit with Pastor & Mrs. Robert Schlortt.

L.A.F. Social & Auction a Sucess
A heartfelt Thank You goes out to all that participated in some way in this year’s LAF Social and Auction on
Sunday afternoon, August 12th. It was nice to see so many visitors this year. There was lots of delicious
homemade ice cream and many interesting items to bid on. We also extend a huge thank–you to
auctioneer, Buddy Johnson and his wife, Marilyn, for volunteering their time to help us with the auction.
Many thanks to Gem Naivar for co-ordinating the sale and to Caleb Naivar, Dawson Meiske, Gracelynn
Badgett and Willem Roberts for displaying the auction items. This is LAF’s only fundraiser for the year, and
the proceeds from the auction are used to fund our various activities, purchase items for Sunday fellowship,
supplies for the Fellowship Hall, the Youth Camp Fund, and some local charities. This year we took in
$3,074.00. We couldn't have done it without your help.
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WinGS News
(Women in God’s Service)
With the successful start-up of A.C.E.S., it has been decided to participate in the Adult Christian
Education Studies and have separate business meetings at various times during the year as
deemed necessary. It is hoped that everyone will participate.

Mission Statement
WinGS is for ALL women at Prince of Peace. Each of us can use our spiritual gifts for the glory of God
and the encouragement of one another. WinGs is a growing ministry that welcomes your participation,
questions, and ideas. It is the purpose of WinGs to promote lasting friendships through fellowship and
service to our church family, our community, and other meaningful outreaches.
Let us join hands and hearts in the accomplishment of this purpose.
All women of the congregation are considered members of WinGS.

Scholarship Applications
The WinGS Scholarship Application packages have been given to the eligible upcoming 2019 high
school graduates from Prince of Peace. We look forward to being able to award each one with a
scholarship next spring according to the requirements of the application.
Ten Little Christians
Ten little Christians standing in a line,
One disliked the pastor, then there were nine.

Three Little Christians couldn't decide what to do;
One couldn't have his way, then there were two.

Nine little Christians stayed up very late,
One slept in on Sunday, then there were eight.

Two little Christians, our rhyme is nearly done,
Differed with each other, then there was one.

Eight little Christians on their way to heaven,
One took the low road, then there were seven.

One little Christian can’t do much ’tis true;
Brought his friend to Bible study, then there were two.

Seven little Christians chirping like chicks,
One disliked the music, then there were six.

Two earnest Christians, each won one more,
That doubled their number, then there were four.

Six little Christians seemed very much alive,
But one lost his interest, then there were five.

Four sincere Christians worked early and late,
Each won another, then there were eight.

Five little Christians pulling for Heaven’s shore,
But one stopped to rest, then there were four.

Eight Little Christians if they double as before;
In just seven Sundays, we have one thousand twenty four.

Four little Christians, each busy as a bee,
One had his feelings hurt, then there were three.

In this jingle there is a lesson true;
You belong to the building, or to the wrecking crew.

First Sunday Fellowship
September 2, 2018—Potluck
Everyone bring something to share.

The 2018 Sign-up sheet is posted on the kitchen
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.
Your help is always appreciated.
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Bible Study Classes and Confirmation Classes
Gem Naivar is the Sunday School Director.
Pastor Kerri will be teaching the Confirmation class.
Gem Naivar & Megan Medford will be teaching the Beginners class.

Classes will be held per the provided schedule.
September 9

September 16

A.C.E.S.
“Adult Christian Education Studies”
A.C.E.S. meets each first and third Wednesdays of the month and begins each night
with a light supper at 6:30 p.m. with class beginning shortly thereafter.
Join us for interesting and informative classes.
September 5
Everyone is welcomed to attend.

Splash Day
The “younger crowd” were treated to a special day of their own on Sunday, August 19 with a water slide,
hot dog lunch and some S’mores for dessert. It was reported they all had a great time.
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Please keep these listed and those you hold dear to your heart in prayer:
Lillie Krieg (Pflugerville N & Rehab)
Louis Menk (SPJST)
Barbara Kuhl
Tammy Talley

Mildred Kuhl (Home)
Thomas Kotrla (SPJST)
Dorothy Walther (Pflugerville N & Rehab)
Linda LImmer
Alfred Meiske
Karyl Townsend

Gary Bartels
Tina Guzaman
Roy Meiske
Ida Watkins

Marjorie Dawson
Carol Houghtaling
Leon Rowald

Marvin Ford
Mason Kuhl
Shirley Townsend

Scotty Clifton
David Marcon

Darrell Ford
Darrell Mikulencak
Marcie Zrubek

Randy Jaecks
Beau Pitts

Lord, look upon us with eyes of mercy, may your healing hand rest upon us, may your life-giving
powers flow into every cell of our bodies and into the depths of our souls, cleansing, purifying,
restoring us to wholeness and strength for service in your Kingdom. Amen.
If you have anyone that you would like to have added to the prayer list, please let
Maxine Schroeder know—512-862-3347 or 512-269-8405.

Fellowship Hall and Church Rental
If you wish to rent the Fellowship Hall or the Church for some occasion such as birthday parties,
showers, family reunions, weddings, etc., please contact Maxine Schroeder for rental information.
Phone: 512-862-3347 Cell: 512-269-8405 Email: mls@eccwireless.net

October Newsletter Articles
All articles for the October newsletter are due to Maxine by or no later than
Tuesday, September 25th.

Newsletter Delivery
For everyone who has an e-mail address, the newsletter will be e-mailed to you. There will be some
printed copies available at the church on each 4th Sunday of the month for the month following. The only
exception will be in months with five Sundays. Copies will be mailed via USPS to the shut-ins, those
without e-mail (unless you pick up a copy in church), or to those who request it to be mailed. Let us know
your preference. We do not want to exclude anyone.
If you have an e-mail address, but have not been receiving any of the e-mailed notifications, and would
like to be included, please send your address to: princeofpeacetaylor@eccwireless.net; princeofpeacelutheranchurch@ymail.com or to mls@eccwireless.net. Your e-mail address will be kept confidential. If
you know of anyone that would like to receive the newsletter, please send that name and address as well.
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Thinking Intentionally About Discipleship
What if the church started thinking and acting more intentionally about how we make disciples? This is the
second article in a five-part series on increasing effectiveness in developing disciples by making small shifts
in our behavior, based on Daniel Im's book No Silver Bullets: Five Small Shifts That Will Transform Your
Ministry.
The second shift Im highlights in his book is to move from focusing on the output goals to the input goals of
discipleship. It should come as no surprise that we are typically driven by outputs and outcomes. We always
want to win the championship, to make the honor roll, or to lose 20 pounds. Similarly, in the church we desire
to see people come to faith in Jesus and grow and mature in their faith as disciples. That is a Kingdom win.
Rarely will anyone win the championship, make the honor roll or lose 20 pounds without developing intentional practices (e.g. drills and training, study, diet and exercise) that will eventually produce the desired result.
Likewise, if it is our desire to see people (plural, as in many) come to know Jesus and to grow and mature as
his disciples, we need to think and act intentionally about the patterns and practices that will eventually lead
to the outcome we are hoping for.
The author learned from extensive research on discipleship that the solution isn't simply more education. This
isn't to say that discipleship education is unimportant, just is far less important than previously thought.
Instead, the research pointed to various faith practices having a larger impact on discipleship outcomes. As
one example, according to the research, the faith practice that had the greatest influence on people to share
Christ with others was regularly and meaningfully confessing sin and receiving forgiveness. Classically, we
likely would have believed that if we desire people to share their faith we need to teach them how to share
their faith. As it turns out, this educational input is incomplete. Experiencing the grace and mercy of our Lord
Jesus first hand is what actually moves people to share Jesus.
This is just one example of the intentional faith practice that we can and should focus on that will lead to the
desired result. So, what is it that you can do to help make disciples more effectively? What faith practices can
you and your church engage in that will result in the win? If we'd like to see different results in our neighborhoods and communities, then it is time to get to work and figure out what we can intentionally do differently
that with the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit will lead to Kingdom wins.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for the LCMC Texas District. Residing in Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is
available to coach congregations on mission. Feel free to contact him with any questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or
bryce@lcmctexas.org. Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/lcmctexas
© 2018 Bryce J. Formwalt, All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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