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People have their favorite seasons; they don’t mind
saying which they like the most or the least. Paulette
loves the summer and dislikes the winter. Cindy loves
the fall and winter and is not fond of the summer. Brian
likes the cooler months but “deals” with the hotter ones.
Me: I like the fall and winter far more than summer.
Spring seems to be left out a lot. Probably because its difficult to work with. Spring
can’t make up it’s mind most of the time. It’s simply not content. Should it be cool, or
warm, rainy or sunny? Or all the above?
Many of us can relate because contentment is a tough needle to thread. Either you
are content or you’re not. To say you’re “almost content” is like saying, “The Astros
almost made it into the world series.” In other words, they fell short. Or “Mom! Is
supper ready?” “Almost!” In other words, the food’s not finished cooking, so no, it’s not
ready.
We live in a world where “almost content” creates great dissatisfaction. Ads bombard us
with messages that to be happy we need better vacations to exotic locations, newer
pickup trucks that can haul more stuff, robotic vacuum cleaners to free up our time. We
are discontent in our jobs, with our medical care, with our weight, our roads, our
marriages, our churches and more. Being in an “almost” state of mind can bring on
despair that contentment is out of your reach.
But the Bible teaches us that we MUST be content and that we CAN be content.
Hebrews 13:5 – “Be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I
will never leave you nor forsake you.”
2 Corinthians 12:10 – “I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses,
with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am
strong.”
And Philippians 4:11 – “Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content in
whatever circumstances I am.”
If you notice, Paul makes clear that he has “learned” to be content. Being content
doesn’t come naturally to sinful human hearts. It takes effort. While we need God’s
grace to strengthen us and to change our hearts, we also bear the responsibility to learn
contentment. For hearts that want it all, true contentment is found only in the presence
of the living God. He is sufficient for our needs and longings and He alone can bring us
the peace we so strongly crave.
As I was writing this article my brain reminded me of a Lutheran Easter hymn from my
youth aptly titled “I am content.”
“I am content! My Jesus is my light, My radiant sun of grace.
His cheering rays beam blessings forth for all, sweet comfort, hope, and peace.
This Easter sun has brought salvation and everlasting exultation.
I am content! I am content!”

10:15 a.m.

As the holiday season approaches, I pray we surrender our wants to our Lord, that the
Spirit may fill our hearts with thanksgiving and contentment.

“Hitherto hath the Lord
helped us.”

Quaestus magnus pietas cum sufficientia,

1 Samuel 7:13

Pastor Kerri
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Council Notes
The Council will meet on Monday, November 12, 2018, at 7:00 p.m.

January will be here soon, and it’s getting to be that time of the year when we
will need 3 new council members. If you are interested, please let Eric
Medford or any other present council member know.
My time on council is coming to an end, and January will be here before you know it, especially with
the holidays nearing. I have enjoyed every bit of my time on council. I’ve seen first hand that when
you put your trust in God, he’ll take care of you. I love our congregation. You all work hard and care
deeply for the Church. We may not be sitting on a bucket of money, but as Saint Paul said, “When
you’ve got Jesus the Messiah, you’ve got it all.” Boy are we blessed!
Eric Medford

2019 Worship Assistant Sign-up Sheets
The time has come to make up the list of Worship Assistants for 2019. Sign-up sheets are
available in the Fellowship Hall for those that would like to share their time and talents as Ushers,
Lectors, and Communion Assistants. Ushers will have a choice of months they wish to serve—all
others will be assigned in alphabetical order as will be the Acolytes (youth).
If anyone would like to help serve on the Altar Guild, please contact Pastor Kerri,
Paulette Patschke or Gem Naivar.

Time Change
Remember that Daylight Savings Time comes to an end Sunday,
November 4th. Be sure to set your clocks back one hour before you
go to bed Saturday night.
Worship Service will begin at 10:00 a.m.

Memorials
Memorial Fund for Linda Limmer
Henry & Margie Roskey

Ellen Hodon

Kevin & Monica Barchenger

Morris & Barbara Zieschang

Martha Hobbs & LaVerne Scott

Memorial Fund for Ernest Faykus
Lillie Krieg and Clifton & Carolyn Stacha

Sherwood Lucko
Avonia Jaecks
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Annual Turkey & Dressing Fundraiser
A huge THANK YOU to everyone who worked to make the 2018 Turkey and
Dressing Fundraiser a success. From selling tickets to making cornbread to
advertising to lending roasters and working in the kitchen and on the serving and
take-out line, making and selling desserts to clean-up, it all has to be done and once
again, working together it did get done. Thank you!!
A breakdown of sales and expenses will be available soon.
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November Worship Leaders

December Worship Leaders

Acolytes
November 4 Gracelynn Badgett (All Saints)

Acolytes
December 2

Karson Bradshaw

November 11 Cade Talley

December 9

Dawson Meiske

November 18 Dawson Meiske

December 16 Cade Talley

November 25 Harrison Patschke

December 23

Lectors
November 4

December 24 Dawson Meiske
Paulette Patschke

December 30 Sadie Medford

November 18 Maxine Schroeder

Lectors
December 2

Charlotte Vrana

November 25 Douglas Stauffer

December 9

Anthony Gage

November 11 Lea Rhoades

December 16 Megan Medford

Ushers
Judy Laake
Harvey Laake
Randall Roeglin

December 23 Gem Naivar
December 30 Paulette Patschke

Communion Assistants
November 4 Charlotte Vrana
November 18 Allison Bradshaw
Bread

Betty Warren

Altar Guild
November 4-11
November 18-25

(Candlelight)

Gem Naivar
Paulette Patschke

Ushers
Deborah Roeglin
Gem Naivar
Paulette Patschke
Steven Patschke
Communion Assistants
December 2 Randy Hehmann
December 16 Braeden Lenz
December 24 Gem Naivar
(Candlelight)
Bread

Council Members
Eric Medford-Pres.
Randy Hehmann
Gem Naivar-Vice-Pres.
Brian Neidig
Deborah Roeglin-Sec
Wayne Limmer
Barbara Kuhl-Treas

Memorials
Church—Barbara Kuhl (352-7957)
Cemetery—Paulette Patschke (365-8421)
Prayer Chains
Barbara Nygrin (352-6617)
Paulette Patschke — ppatsch@plainscapital.com
Cell# 512-633-3057

Betty Warren

Altar Guild
December 2-9
Gem Naivar
December 16-23 Paulette Patschke
December 24-30 Gem Naivar
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All Saints Sunday—November 4, 2018
All Saints Day is the day Christians give thanks for all the good people
God has placed in their lives, especially those who are already with
God in heaven.

Nov. 4

Barbara Nygrin

Nov. 5

Melissa Meiske

Nov. 5

Mallory Randig

Nov. 6

Jason Talley

Nov. 9

Betty Warren

It is also a day when Christians give thanks for the presence of the
Holy Spirit in their lives and the lives of all people.
It is not because people are special in and of themselves that we call
them saints, but it is because they are ordinary, everyday people who
allow the Holy Spirit to work through them, doing the mighty deeds of
the Lord.
Martin Luther writes, “the Holy Scriptures call Christians saints and the
people of God. To forget that we are saints is to forget Christ and
forget our baptism.”

Nov. 16 Vernaline Stolte
Nov. 18 Ashleigh Lucier
Nov. 18 Kassidy Bradshaw
Nov. 19 Tammy Talley
Nov. 23 Ron Randig

All Saints is a day for remembering and giving thanks, as Christians
remember the good people they have known and give thanks for the
unending goodness of God.
All Saints is celebrated the first Sunday in November, during the
season of Pentecost.

Nov. 23 Brian Bunge
Nov. 28 Thomas Kotrla

The member we remember in prayer that has gone before us this past
year is: Linda Limmer

November 9
Danny & Peggy Vanelli
22 years

Erwin...
We thought of you with love today, But that is nothing new
We thought about you yesterday, And days before that too
We think of you in silence, We often speak your name
Now all we have is memories, And your picture in a frame
Your memory is our keepsake, With which we’ll never part
God has you in His keeping, We have you in our heart.
—Your Family (The Kuhls)
November Flower Chart

Nov. 4

Melissa, Ron & Macey Randig

Nov. 11 Altar—open
Stand—Curtis Neidig
Nov. 18 Open
Nov. 25 Paulette & Steven Patschke
Flower Chart Dates Available
The 2018 Flower Chart is available in the Narthex.
If you would like to provide the flowers on a certain date or dates,
please sign up as soon as possible or contact Barbara Nygrin,
and let her know which dates you would prefer.
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L.A.F. (Lutheran Adult Fellowship)
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner
The annual Thanksgiving Dinner for the congregation, sponsored by L.A.F., will be held Sunday,
November 4th, 2018, at 11:45 a.m. following the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service.
The turkey, ham, dressing, green beans and rolls/bread will be furnished. Members are asked to
provide other side dishes. The traditional dessert of choice is PIE (though other desserts are also
welcome) —make your favorite and bring it along to share.
Invite your family and friends to join us.

Deck the Halls
Friday, November 30
6:30 p.m.
Please join us as we set up the Christmas tree and decorate the Sanctuary for the coming
Christmas season. LAF will provide hot dogs for a lite supper before we decorate. Please bring a
side dish/dessert to share.
Please come and help beautify our buildings for the Christmas season and enjoy the fellowship.
All help will be appreciated.

During the month of November, the Council is sponsoring a Toy Drive to benefit the
Thrall Blue Santa Program. A box will be available in the Fellowship Hall to fill with
your donations. Either new or unwrapped toys gift cards, or monetary donations
will be accepted.
Donations will be accepted thru Sunday, December 9th before being turned over the
to Thrall Police Department by December 15th.
Your help will be greatly appreciated.
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WinGS News
(Women in God’s Service)
With the successful start-up of A.C.E.S., it has been decided to participate in the Adult Christian
Education Studies and have separate business meetings at various times during the year as
deemed necessary. It is hoped that everyone will participate.

Mission Statement
WinGS is for ALL women at Prince of Peace. Each of us can use our spiritual gifts for the glory of God
and the encouragement of one another. WinGs is a growing ministry that welcomes your participation,
questions, and ideas. It is the purpose of WinGs to promote lasting friendships through fellowship and
service to our church family, our community, and other meaningful outreaches.
Let us join hands and hearts in the accomplishment of this purpose.
All women of the congregation are considered members of WinGS.

Thankoffering Envelopes
WinGs will be distributing the Thankoffering envelopes this month. Please find it your hearts to
make a small donation by Sunday, November 18th. The funds collected this year will be
directed to Shepherd’s Heart Food Pantry to help those in need.
Thank you in advance.

New Trees
Who has noticed the new trees that were planted earlier in October?
At the September meeting, the Council approved the planting of 5 new
trees with the purchase amount coming from the Memorial Fund. In
early October, Eric Medford purchased and planted the trees with the
help of Pastor Gary Veit. Two red oaks are on the south side of the
church parking lot and two are on the north side of the parsonage with
a sycamore behind the office to replace the tree that was recently
removed.

First Sunday Fellowship
Nov. 4—Congregational Thanksgiving Dinner
Everyone bring something to share.

The 2018 Sign-up sheet is posted on the kitchen
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.
Your help is always appreciated.
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Bible Study Classes and Confirmation Classes
Gem Naivar is the Sunday School Director.
Pastor Kerri will be teaching the Confirmation class.
Gem Naivar & Megan Medford will be teaching the Beginners class.

Sunday School Schedule: Class—November 11 & 18
Confirmation Schedule: Class—November 11 & 18

Program Practice—November 25
Program Practice—November 25

A.C.E.S.
“Adult Christian Education Studies”
A.C.E.S. meets each first and third Wednesdays of the month and begins each night
with a light supper at 6:30 p.m. with class beginning shortly thereafter.
Join us for interesting and informative classes.
November 7
Everyone is welcomed to attend.

Definition of the Four T’s of Stewardship
A Biblical definition of stewardship is “having dominion over the works of God.” The definition of
stewardship can be broken down into four components, the Four T’s of Stewardship: time, talent,
temple, and treasure. God has given us our life and our time to manage as part of us being his
steward. The definition of stewardship includes caring for all things that God has given us. This
includes our bodies. The definition of stewardship also includes the making use of the talents and
abilities that God had given us. As God’s chosen representatives, his stewards, God has also given
us material things to faithfully administer for his glory.
The Four T’s of Stewardship: Time, Temple, Talent, and Treasure
1. Time - Redeeming the Time That God Has Given You. God has given us our life and our time to
manage as part of us being his steward. As good stewards, he expects us to manage our time,
our life, according to his will. We are to redeem the time that God has provided us
2. Temple - Care For Your Body, the Temple of the Holy Ghost. The definition of stewardship
includes caring for all things that God has given us. This includes our bodies. As Christians, our
bodies are the temples of the Holy Ghost. If our bodies are to be temples of the Holy Ghost,
then it goes without saying that we should not defile our bodies with sin.
3. Talents - Use Our Given Talents For Good Works. The definition of stewardship also includes
the making use of the talents and abilities that God had given us. God has given each us unique
talents and he desires us to put our talents to good use. As Christians, we can even say that
God has ordained us with our unique talents to do his good works.
4. Treasure - Being Accountable For God’s Treasure. A key definition of stewardship is being
accountable for God’s treasures. The Bible tells us that all things are created by God and all
things are God’s. As God’s chosen representatives, his stewards, God has given us material
things to faithfully administer for his glory.
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Please keep these listed and those you hold dear to your heart in prayer:
Lillie Krieg (Pflugerville N & Rehab)
Louis Menk (SPJST)
Cindy Hehmann
Erwin Meiske
Karyl Townsend

Mildred Kuhl (Home)
Thomas Kotrla (SPJST)
Dorothy Walther (Pflugerville N & Rehab)
Barbara Kuhl
Alfred Meiske
Gem Naivar
Curtis Neidig

Gary Bartels
Tina Guzaman
Mason Kuhl
Leon Rowald

Marjorie Dawson
Jim Harrison
Roy Meiske
Shirley Townsend

Marvin Ford
Carol Houghtaling
Cathy Schroeder
Ida Watkins

Scotty Clifton
Janet Greene
David Marcon
Marcie Zrubek

Darrell Ford
Jim Harrison
Carole Merka

Glennis Formwalt
Randy Jaecks
Darrell Mikulencak

Lord, look upon us with eyes of mercy, may your healing hand rest upon us, may your life-giving
powers flow into every cell of our bodies and into the depths of our souls, cleansing, purifying,
restoring us to wholeness and strength for service in your Kingdom. Amen.
If you have anyone that you would like to have added to the prayer list, please let
Maxine Schroeder know—512-862-3347 or 512-269-8405.

Fellowship Hall and Church Rental
If you wish to rent the Fellowship Hall or the Church for some occasion such as birthday parties,
showers, family reunions, weddings, etc., please contact Maxine Schroeder for rental information.
Phone: 512-862-3347 Cell: 512-269-8405 Email: mls@eccwireless.net

December Newsletter Articles
All articles for the December newsletter are due to Maxine by or no later than
Monday, November 19.

Newsletter Delivery
For everyone who has an e-mail address, the newsletter will be e-mailed to you. There will be some
printed copies available at the church on each 4th Sunday of the month for the month following. The only
exception will be in months with five Sundays. Copies will be mailed via USPS to the shut-ins, those
without e-mail (unless you pick up a copy in church), or to those who request it to be mailed. Let us know
your preference. We do not want to exclude anyone.
If you have an e-mail address, but have not been receiving any of the e-mailed notifications, and would
like to be included, please send your address to: princeofpeacetaylor@eccwireless.net; princeofpeacelutheranchurch@ymail.com or to mls@eccwireless.net. Your e-mail address will be kept confidential. If
you know of anyone that would like to receive the newsletter, please send that name and address as well.
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What Does a Church Look Like?
Have you ever asked yourself the question, “What does a church look like?” It might seem like a silly question
at first, but how we answer reveals a lot about our view of the church. For some the church looks like a
building with a steeple or bell tower that is dedicated to the worship of God. For others the church looks like
fully developed community organization with programs that meet specific needs. Still for others the church
looks like a modern theater with a coffee shop, an awesome worship band, an excellent communicator on
stage and great programs for their kids. What all these responses have in common is that they primarily are
concerned with the form of a church.
But what if church wasn’t defined by its form but rather its function? This is the fourth article in a five-part
series on increasing effectiveness in developing disciples by making small shifts in our behavior, based on
Daniel Im’s book No Silver Bullets: Five Small Shifts That Will Transform Your Ministry.
The fourth shift Im highlights in his book is to move from form to function. Im reminds us to hold the forms of
church loosely while clinging to the functions of church. Our pre-conceived ideas of what a church should look
like (form) often surpass the more important question of what a church should do: the function of the
church. The form (what church looks like) should always follow its function (what church does).
The author references the late missiologist, Lesslie Newbigin, who famously suggested that the church
should be a sign, a foretaste, and an instrument of the Kingdom of God. A sign doesn’t point to
itself. Therefore, a healthy and effective church shouldn’t be about attracting people to itself, but to Jesus and
His Kingdom. Similarly, the church isn’t the feast, but the foretaste. Healthy churches should help prepare
people for the feast that is to come. And finally, Newbigin suggests the church should function as an
instrument of the Kingdom of God here on earth as it is in heaven. Healthy churches should understand their
function of being Christ’s hands and feet and an instrument of God’s blessing in the world.
So, what does this church look like? What should its form be? The truth is that different churches can take on
various different forms so long as the form of church serves the function of being a sign, a foretaste, and an
instrument of the Kingdom of God. The question we need to ask is how do we need to reform our
congregation in order to execute the functions of a healthy, Christ-centered, mission-minded church?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for the LCMC Texas District. Residing in Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is
available to coach congregations on mission. Feel free to contact him with any questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or
bryce@lcmctexas.org. Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/lcmctexas
© 2018 Bryce J. Formwalt, All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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Mission Statement
Our mission is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ, as it is revealed
through our heritage and reflected in our hope for the future.

